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The 2016 presidential election cycle was 

often unpredictable, volatile and filled with 

emotion. 

This webinar will focus on the practical 

policy implications, opportunities and 

challenges posed by the incoming 

administration and Congress. Feel free to 

use this information to inform your 

colleagues and students interested in how 

the new political landscape will impact 

college health.

An Election For The Ages
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THE ACHA 
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FRAME
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ACHA POLICY PRIORITIES

In our November 2016 open letter to the 45th President, ACHA 

outlined three primary policy areas of focus:

• Expanding Resources for Campus Mental Health and Suicide Prevention

• Monitoring Efforts to Reform the Affordable Care Act With a Focus on 

Student Health Insurance Plans (SHIPs)

• Preserving Flexibilities for Student Privacy Concerning Sexual Assault

*ACHA will provide policy support on topics beyond these three areas of focus.
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EXPANDED MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES

ACHA will push for the Trump 

administration to prioritize the 

adoption of the bipartisan-

supported Mental Health on Campus 

Improvement Act and any related bills 

that would expand funding 

opportunities for increased 

adolescent/young adult mental 

health resources and suicide 

prevention initiatives.

FYI: ACHA supported previous 

introductions of this Act and is also a 

member of the Higher Education 

Mental Health Alliance. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2685
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HEALTH CARE REFORM EFFORTS

ACHA calls on the Trump

administration to support legislative 

and regulatory approaches protecting 

the viability of SHIPs to retain the 

breadth of health insurance options 

currently available to college students.

FYI: In 2007 and 2014, ACHA’s 

Student Health Insurance Benefit Plan 

(SHIBP Coalition) released a survey 

detailing the scope and state of SHIPs. 

An updated survey is in pre-

development for 2017.
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ACHA will push for the Trump 

administration to provide flexibilities to 

protect student privacy in the provision 

of victim advocacy support services 

delivered by lay volunteers and staff.

FYI: In early 2017, the ACHA Creating 

Guidance for Addressing Sexual Assault 

Task Force will release its work product 

reflecting best practices and a public 

health framework for preventing and 

responding to campus sexual assault.

STUDENT PRIVACY/CAMPUS SEXUAL ASSAULT
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LEGISLATION

&

REGULATIONS
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LEGISLATIVE OVERVIEW

Step 1: Congress Writes a Bill

A member of Congress proposes a bill. A bill is a document that, if adopted, 

will become law. To see the text of bills Congress is considering or has 

considered, look on the Library of Congress’ website www.Thomas.gov

Step 2: The President Approves or Vetoes a Bill

If both houses of Congress approve a bill, it goes to the President who has the 

option to either approve it or veto it. If approved, the new law is called an act or 

statute.

Step 3: The Act is Codified in the United States Code 

Once an act is passed, the House of Representatives standardizes the text of 

the law and publishes it in the United States Code (U.S.C.). The U.S.C. is the 

codification by subject matter of the general and permanent laws of the United 

States. 

http://www.thomas.gov/
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HOW WE PUT THE LAW TO WORK

Laws often do not include all the details needed to explain how an individual, 

business, state or local government, or others might follow the law. The United 

States Code would not tell you, for example, what the speed limit is in front of 

your house. In order to make the laws work on a day-to-day level, Congress 

authorizes certain government agencies - including HHS - to create regulations. 
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REGULATORY OVERVIEW

Step 1: An Agency Proposes A Regulation

The Agency researches the issues and, if necessary, proposes a regulation, 

also known as a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM). The proposal is 

listed in the Federal Register (FR) so that members of the public can consider 

it and send their comments.

Step 2: The Agency Considers Public Comments and Testimony

After receiving public feedback, the agency will revise its proposal accordingly. 

A final rule is then published in the FR and in the agency’s official docket on 

www.Regulations.gov

Step 3: The Regulations Are Codified in the Code of Federal Regulations

Once a regulation is completed and has been printed in the Federal Register 

as a final rule, it is codified when it is added to the Code of Federal 

Regulations (CFR). The CFR is the official record of all regulations created by 

the federal government. 

http://www.regulations.gov/
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UPCOMING LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Repealing/Replacing Affordable Care Act

• Impact quality and accessibility of SHIPs

• Impact premiums for people with pre-existing 

conditions

• Impact provision of reproductive health benefits

Higher Education Act Reauthorization

• Alcohol/Drug Abuse Prevention Grants

• Support for Students With Disabilities

• Clery Act (Campus Safety/Crime Reporting)
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THE TRUMP

ADMINISTRATION
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PRESIDENT-ELECT DONALD J. TRUMP &
VICE PRESIDENT- ELECT MIKE PENCE

• Campaign did not articulate a clear higher education 

agenda.

• Trump vows to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act 

(ACA) in his first 100 Days. 

• Trump publicly supports retaining ACA provisions allowing 

young adults to remain on their parents’ insurance until 

age 26 and banning prohibitions on pre-existing 

conditions. 

• However, the details of retaining those provisions are 

unclear.
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KEY CABINET NOMINEES

Secretary of Health and Human Services

Rep. Tom Price (R-GA), Chair, House Budget Committee

• Orthopedic Surgeon

• Vocal opponent of the ACA and author of alternative bills

• Supports “conscious clauses” allowing providers to decline to service 

individuals at odds with their faith.

Director of Centers for Medicare/Medicaid Services

Seema Verma

• Healthcare Consultant

• Has close ties to VP-Elect Mike Pence

• Experienced in the redesign of state Medicaid programs

Secretary of Education

Betsy DeVos

• Largely known for supporting K-12 school choice

• Less articulated views on higher education

• Likely to recommit the focus of the Dept. of Education’s Office of Civil 

Rights, however details are not clear
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115th

CONGRESS
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SENATE LEADERSHIP

Senate Majority Leader

Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

Senate Minority Leader

Chuck Schumer (D-NY)
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SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND 
PENSIONS (HELP) COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP

Chair

Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN)

Ranking Member

Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA)

Jurisdiction: matters pertaining to education labor, health and public welfare, individuals

with disabilities, public health, agricultural colleges, biomedical research and 

development, and student loans.
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SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP

Chair

Orin Hatch (R-UT)

Ranking Member

Ron Wyden (D-OR)

Jurisdiction: taxation and other revenue measures, health programs like Medicare, 

Medicaid, and other health and human services financed by a specific tax or trust fund.
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HOUSE LEADERSHIP

Speaker

Paul Ryan (R-WI)

Majority Leader

Kevin McCarthy (R-CA)

Minority Leader

Nancy Pelosi (D-CA)
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HOUSE WAYS & MEANS 
COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP

Chair

Kevin Brady (R-TX)

Jurisdiction: The U.S. Constitution requires that all bills regarding taxation 

must originate in the House of Representatives. The Committee of Ways and 

Means is the chief tax-writing committee of the United States House of 

Representatives.

Ranking Member

Richard Neal (D-MA)
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HOUSE ENERGY & COMMERCE 
COMMITTEE  LEADERSHIP

Chair

Greg Walden (R-OR)

Ranking Member

Frank Pallone (D-NJ)

Jurisdiction: Principal legislative oversight over Health and Human Services (Affordable 

Care Act), Food and Drug Administration, public health and consumer protection.
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HOUSE WORKFORCE AND EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP

Chair

Virginia Foxx (R-NC)

Ranking Member

Bobby Scott (D-VA)

Jurisdiction: Higher education (Higher Education Act), Financial

Oversight of the U.S. Department of Education



www.acha.org

ADVOCACY
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ADVOCACY RESOURCES

PEOPLE

• Coalitions

• Sections

• Campus Government Affairs

• ACHA National Office Staff

• Elected Officials and Staff

• Local/national media

• Students

WEBSITES

• www.acha.org

• www.politico.com

• www.rollcall.com

• www.modernhealthcare.com

• www.insidehighered.com

COLLEGE HEALTH 

ADVOCACY TOOLKIT

• Templates and worksheets to enable you 

to:

• Articulate policy concerns to on/off-

campus stakeholders

• Craft messages to media

• Engage your association peers

• WILL BE EMAILED TO WEBINAR 

PARTICIPANTS!

http://www.acha.org/
http://www.politico.com/
http://www.rollcall.com/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/
http://www.insidehighered.com/
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Annual Meeting 
Advocacy Pre-Conference Trainings

Want to further sharpen your advocacy chops? Consider registering for an 

action packed pre-conference advocacy training! On Tuesday May 30th, we 

will do a deeper dive into how to be an effective citizen advocate, discuss 

recent member-led college health advocacy efforts and role-play!

Registration Opens in January 2017 

Visit www.acha.org/AnnualMeeting17

http://www.acha.org/AnnualMeeting17
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PEOPLE AND CONTACTS

ACHA Chief Advocacy Officer, Stephanie Maddin Smith

smaddinsmith@acha.org

ACHA Advocacy Coordinator, Dani Woodard

dwoodard@acha.org

ACHA Student Health Insurance Benefit Plan Coalition Chair,

Katie Vandenabeele

kvandenabeele@huhs.harvard.edu

ACHA Campus Safety Coalition Co-Chair, Kim Webb

kim_webb@wustl.edu

mailto:smaddinsmith@acha.org
mailto:dwoodard@acha.org
mailto:kvandenabeele@huhs.Harvard.edu
mailto:kim_webb@wustl.edu
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THANK

YOU


