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ROCKY MOUNTAIN COLLEGE HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
 

Meeting Minutes 
February 20, 2015 

10:00 am – 11:00 am 

Members on the Call: Stephanie Hanenberg, Region II Rep, UCCS; Vicki Schober, UCCS; Beth Sandlin, 
MSU Denver; Darla Tyler-McSherry, MSU Billings; Triniti Halverson, MSU Billings; Sarah Belstock, DU; 
Andrea Coryell, CSU 
 

I. Treasurer’s Report (Darla) 
a. Current balance $2,984.85.  
 

II. Update on RMCHA Conference - Triniti 
a. The Board agreed to move forward with the conference. 
b. Registration fee is expected to be $95, which will cover the cost of a keynote speaker 

(not secured yet) and food for attendees. MSU Billings conference planning services fee 
is $750, which will need to be transferred. 

c. Triniti has requested that the Montana Collegiate Tobacco Prevention Initiative’s annual 
meeting be combined with RMCHA to increase/encourage attendance. MCTPI funds 
could be used to pay for individual registration fees for Montana campuses. These funds 
are managed by BACCHUS, and they are supportive of merging the two events. MCTPI 
could potentially assist with the keynote speaker’s fee, if it was tobacco related. The 
addition of a student track around tobacco could also draw more MCTPI attendees. 

d. Triniti is looking into a keynote address around e-cigarettes, vaping, and the connection 
to marijuana use. Andrea and Sarah agreed that this could draw Colorado schools, 
especially those schools considering how electronic devices impact their current 
smoking policies. 

 
III. Recap of ACHA’s suggestion for RMCHA – Stephanie 

a. The Board felt it wasn’t wise to merge the two smallest affiliates that struggle the most 
with membership, especially given our broad geographical distance. ACHA offered 
dissolving as a suggestion, not a mandate. Each state would bid to merge with another 
affiliate. 

b. RMCHA is not unique in that many affiliates are struggling with regional conference 
attendance and membership. Some affiliates do not host conferences on their own but 
partner with a neighboring affiliate and share profits; some have stopped offering travel 
grants. The only affiliates that are doing well are in the Northeast due to high density of 
institutions in a small geographical area. Very easy for them to travel to meetings. 

c. ACHA as a whole is struggling with maintaining membership. The Membership Task 
Force is in process of hiring an outside consultant to enhance membership as the cost is 
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prohibitive for many institutions. It is expected that ACHA will 
restructure membership fees. 

d. Darla suggested that the Board look at the role of the affiliates and 
provide more support, flexibility, and opportunities. 
 

• Beth asked the group if they are comfortable in proceeding with the 
conference and watching what happens with the national progress in addressing 
membership.  The Board agreed it is.   

• Stephanie suggested we reach out to the larger schools in the affiliate for more involvement, 
i.e., memberships, regional conference attendance, hosting future conferences. She 
recommended a personal level connection vs. blast email, which would not be allowed. 

• Triniti estimates that we will need about 40 full-paying attendees and 10 students to break 
even, with an estimated registration cost of $95 per staff person.  We do plan to offer 
continuing education for mental health counseling, health educators and nursing continuing 
education.  Additionally, promoting the student track may help increase participation at least 
with the MCTPI campuses.  She confirmed the meeting is set for October 16-17. 

• Beth stated the next quarterly meeting will be 1 ½ hours on March 12.   
• Stephanie stated she will report back to the National Board that Rocky Mountain plans to move 

forward with continuing as a functioning affiliate and offer our 2015 conference.  Additionally, 
we will monitor progress on the initiative at the national level to increase membership options.   

• Triniti noted that MCTPI funding is dependent upon the MT Legislature.  Through the MCTPI 
agreement, she and the HEROES peer health educators travelled to Helena earlier this week to 
educate policy makers on a number of tobacco-related issues, and at this point in time, this 
funding does not appear to be in jeopardy.  However, it is not yet set in stone. 

 
 

IV. Next Meeting: Thursday March 12th 2:00-3:30 pm 
 

V. Adjourn 
 

 
 

 


